U.S.S.R i 0/607,9.03 

uVt!-.' >MEN1 VND RESPONSE TO OFFICI \( HON 

Amendment 
The Claims 

1. (currently amended) A bacterial strain for production of -a fcnii e ntaaeBrf»a<l*Hg 

polyhydroxyalkanoates, and^ly^eeJuittdes- wherein the bacteria] strain is genetically modified 
ttv^vp^s-, tb mteip U(cn of a hen.Tt>loguus nuclease gem. or-rm-ii&te-d- to- in>pmvcM&e^cm^tv-of 
a to t< t'<n i f Iwt o ►legi-HK-+tthrk ^ «<. ft* a icrci i li i. mcleasi gciic ptoduet is exp e 
and tj s nut icasi b - \ reted inn. die pcrip asmie space or culture medium in an amount effective 
to degrade at least 95% of all of the nucleic acid released following lysis of the cells in less than 
^ uoui > and m teduee the viscosity of a cell hsatc in u national tell cultme he\ an- a diushs of 
• ' i * 'A ! i 1 >>- t iti. K mbAdroM lib ooiio b\ d i AAxcjuh >' < 

recanetv ol the p*> b tt < <>hl yuov.tl .e^ate ss enhanced. 
2-3, (cancelled) 

4. (previously presented ) The bacterial strain of claim 1 for use in an aq ueous 
process to manufacture po!y(3-hydroxyalkanoates) granule suspension which is essentially tree 
of nucleic acids. 

5-6. (cancelled) 

7. (currently amended ) The-baetcnra^^^ A bacterial st.nari tor 

i i 1 i i i pah h - iflat i 1- l i ! t < , a . ji uietic lib i > A" • ' 

» i i tank i 1 j„' 1 jj ! „r„ J 1 vrj 

>| t s j > |_ the | ip ) pa. . o> i< k_j nun rn i_ no; nt t /et 
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U.S. S.N. 10/607.903 

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

J j_oj k k.l< i , S 1 U il I J K ;_y>i h . vS ihi 

ho i i , ! j t li T < i i i< i_ » J liti ' ' !l1 ' » < 

k 5« t ■> th., t ivcr \cr\ ul'th p>>! v ho^ < ai io, c ^OijiUvJ ^ ej n the nuclease gene 

!\ alleys tkd into a hosr sua+n haaen< >-eh i {en Juan Jr ioup tun asung <. 1 Rirfstonui c itn pha 
Methylohaaerium organaphilum, Meihylahaclerium exiorquens. Aerpmonas cav'me, Azolohacier 
vinedmdiL Alcaligeaes talus, Pseudomonas oleovorans, Pseudomonas fluorescens, 
Pseudomonas pntida, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, Pseudomonas addaphUa, Pseudomonas 
resinovvrans, Escherichia cod, and Klebsiella. 
8-3.0. (cancelled) 

1 1 . (withdrawn - currently amended) A .fermentation process comprising 
adding to a growth medium a bacteria! strain for production of fermentation pro <feet 

Mee4e4nik^^ 

potyhydroxyalkanoates, and j>oh saccharides^ wherein the bacterial strain is genetically modified 
toexf m tegratc ei rologous nu< ease gene, wherein the nuclease gene is e xpressed and 
the nuclease pm4mi is secreted into the periplasmic space or culture medium in an amount 
effective to degrade at leas! 95% of all of the nucleic acid released following lysis of the cells in 
less than 24 hours and reduce the viscosity of a ceil lysate in a bacterial cell culture having a 
density of at least 50 g/i so that recover) of die p roduc t yoblod ,?xv; i anoate is enhanced 

12. (withdrawn) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the bacterial strain is grown to cell 
densities of at least 50 g/l. 

13. (cancelled) 
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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

14. (withdrawn) The method of chum 13 further comprisi ng growing the bacteria! 
strain to produce levels of at least 40% of its dry cell weight. 

] 5. < withdrawn) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising lysing the cells. 

1 6, (withdrawn) The method of claim 14 further comprising using an aqueous process 
to manufacture a poly (3 - hydroxyal kanoales) grannie suspension which, is essentially tree of 
nucleic acids. 

17-23, (cancelled) 
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